Influence of using songs and dictionary in teaching vocabulary by Sivabalan, Kasturi
  
INFLUENCE OF USING SONGS AND DICTIONARY IN TEACHING 
VOCABULARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KASTURI SIVABALAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 
 
 
 
 
  
 
INFLUENCE OF USING SONGS AND DICTIONARY IN 
TEACHING VOCABULARY 
 
 
 
 
KASTURI SIVABALAN 
 
 
 
A project report submitted in partial fulfilment of the 
requirements for the award of the degree of 
Master of Education 
 
 
 
Faculty of Education 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 2013 
 
iii 
 
DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I dedicate this piece of work to my loving parents, Sivabalan Nadason and Rajaswary 
Muniandy and my loving Lord Krishna for their love, motivation and support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iv 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
First and foremost, I would like to thank God for the guidance, strength and 
unfailing love given to me to complete this study. 
In preparing this thesis, I was in contact with my supervisor. She had 
contributed towards my understanding and thoughts in particular; I wish to express 
my sincere appreciation to Dr. Azian Bt. Aziz@Ahamad my dedicated supervisor for 
her valuable guidance, idea, comment, patient and commitment throughout the 
progress of this report. I also would like to express my appreciation to all my 
lecturers throughout my master study in Universiti Teknologi Malaysia. Thank you 
for the input and knowledge imparted. 
Esteemed acknowledgement is attributed to the Head of Department of 
University College Shahputra for allowing me to further and diversify my studies 
while performing my usual duties. 
Last but not least, heartfelt thanks to my beloved friends and family for their 
love and support and my sincere gratitude goes to all those who have directly or 
indirectly contributed to the completion of this research report. Thank you very 
much.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v 
 
 
 
 
ABSTRAK 
 
 
 
 
Penyelidikan ini dijalankan untuk mengetahui sama ada pelajar yang terdedah 
kepada penggunaan kamus dan lagu-lagu “English” akan mengalami perubahan 
dalam perbendaharaan kata atau sebaliknya. Bagi memenuhi matlamat ini, seramai 
32 pelajar  daripada Diploma Pengurusan Perniagaan telah dipilih dari Kolej 
Universiti Shahputra di Kuantan Pahang. Para pelajar kemudian dibahagikan kepada 
dua kumpulan kajian. Penyelidikan ini dijalankan selama empat (4) minggu 
pengajaran. Ujian perbendaharaan kata telah dijalankan sebagai ujian pra untuk 
kedua-dua kumpulan pada minggu pertama kajian ini dijalankan. Pengajaran 
perbendaraan kata dijalankan ke atas kedua-dua kumpulan, iaitu; kumpulan pertama 
menggunakan kamus manakala kumpulan kedua menggunakan lagu “English” 
sebagai alat pembelajaran. Data dikumpul dengan menggunakan ujian pra, ujian 
pasca dan temuduga. Keputusan penyelidikan ini menunjukkan bahawa pelajar – 
pelajar yang menggunakan kamus sebagai kaedah pembelajaran menunjukkan sedikit 
peningkatan  dalam penguasaan  perbendaharaan kata. Walau bagaimanapun, 
persepsi pelajar – pelajar menunjukkan bahawa pembelajaran penbendaharaan kata 
melalui lagu – lagu “English” adalah lebih berkesan dan mempengaruhi pengekalan 
ingatan pelajar. Akhir sekali, kajian ini membentangkan beberapa cadangan hasil 
daripada penyelidikan ini. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
 
 
  
This study investigated whether students exposed to dictionary and songs 
would experience a change in vocabulary competence. To fulfil this purpose, 32 
Diploma in Business Management students were selected from University College 
Shahputra located in Kuantan Pahang. These participants were then divided into two 
equal experimental groups. The study was carried out over a four – week course. The 
first group adopted the dictionary and the second group adopted English songs as a 
learning method in learning vocabulary. Data was gathered through a vocabulary 
pre-test and post- test, and interviews.  Result revealed that both group students 
showed slightly improvement. However, students who acquired vocabulary through 
dictionary experienced a slight improvement in their vocabulary competence. 
However, students’ perceptions indicated that they preferred learning vocabulary 
through English songs and they also claimed that this approach has  a better memory 
retention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
